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work of his (pirit, to him who holdeth thefeven ftars in his righe. |
band, that you may bekeept fpotlefle till theday of Jefus our

Lerd. lam. .

From Irwing bei > 02 my lourrey

#0 Ci.rifls palace in Averden mour {weet Lord Je-
Augult4. 1636. fus, S.R.

" To his Parochiners. (2)

D'Early beloved, & longed for inthe Lord, my crown & my
joy in theday of Chrift: Grace beto you, and peace , from
God our father» and our Lord Jefus Chrift- I long exceed-
ingly to know, if the oft-fpoken-of march betwixt you &
.Cﬁrift holdeth; and if you follow on to know the Lord.
My daythoughts, and my night thoughts are of you, while
yelleep » T amafiaid of your fouls that théybeofftherock:
nextro my Lord Jefus, and this fallen kirk, yehavethegrea-
cftshare ofmy forrow, andalfo ofmy joy; ye are themat-
ter of the tears, care, far,and daily prayers of an onrcITcd
prioner of Chrift : asTam in bonds for my high and loity one,

‘my Royalland piincely mafter, myLod Jefus; to I'am in

bonds Fbryou » forIshould have fleeped iu my warme nck , &

kept, the fat worldin myarmes » and thecords of my taber- .

nicleshould have ben faltned more ftrongly, I might havelung
an Lvangel of Ezfeto my foul and you gratimc » with my
brethren, thefonsof my mother, that were angry atme, &
have throft me out ofthe vineyard, ifIshould have been bro-
ken and drawn on to wire you the Lords flock; & to caufe

ou eat paftures trodenupon with mens feer, and to drink
foul and muddie waters: Fut truly the almighty was arerror to
ane, & s fear made meafiaid. O'my Lord judge if my miniftry

Hé notdeare to m:, but not fo dear by many degrees , as Chrift
i Jefus my Lord : God knoweth the heavie, & fad Sabbaths Thave .

bad fince ] laid down at myMafters feet my two shepherds ftaves, |
X have been often faying asit is writen, Lam, 3: g 2. my cuemies

a#u{ed wic ﬁ:re. ik & bird witl.ont canfe, they bave swtoff mylife in

Your Brotherin afliGion F
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“the'dungeontSca? aflone upor me:for next toChrift,1 had but one
“joys theapple orthe eye of my delights, 20 preach Cirsft my Lord,

and they have violently plucked that away from me, &itwas
to melixe the poor maas onc eye, & they have put out that eye,
and quenched my light intheinheritance oftheLord ; but my
‘eycistoward the Lord; I know I shall fee the (alvation of God,
and that my hope shall not alwayes be forgotten; And my (orrow
shall want nothing to compleat it, and to make me 2y, whae
avarlceh it me tolyver ifycfollow the voice of a firanger , of one
that comcth into the sheepfold notby Chuft the door, bue
climbeth up another way , if the man build his hay and ftuble
upon the golden foundation, Cirjf} icfis already laid among -
you, & yefollow him, I aﬂitrc‘you the mans work shall burin
& never bide Gods fire, and ye & he both shall be in dan-
gerofcvcrlaﬁing burning » €XCept yercpent, Oif any pain,
any {orrow, aiy ioffe that I can- fuffer for Chrift, and for you
were laid in pledge to buy Chrifts lovetoyou, and that I could
lay mydeareft joyes , nextto Chrit my Lord in the gap, be-
twixeyou &eternalldeftruction! O if I had paper as broad as hea-
ven and earth , and inke as the (ea, and all the rivers and
fountaines of the carth, & were able to write the love, the
worth, theexcellency , the Sweetncflz, and duc praifes of onr
deareft, and fiircft welbeloved ; and then if ye could read &
underftand it ! what could T wantif my miniftty among you;
shouid make a marriage between the little bride in that bounds,&
the bridegroom 2 Oﬁn’)\v rich a prifoner were I, ifI could ob-
taine of my Lord ( before whom I ftand for you ) the (alvation
ofyouall! O What a prey had I gottén to have vou catchedin
Chriftsnet ! Othen1 had caft out my Lords lines & his nct

witharichgain! Oithen wol-wared pained breaft and fore back, .

and:a crafed body; in fpeaking caily aud late to you! my
witneflcis above, your hexven would be two heavens to me
& the(alvation of youall, astwofalvations tome, 1-would
fubfcribea fufpention, anda frifting of my heaven, for many

hundred yeets, (according to Gods good pleafurc) if yewer¢ B

fure in the upper lodging , in our fithers houfe before mes
I take to wiwicfle heavem:and earth againft you , I-¥aks -
T - A3 Rty




